HERPETOLOGICAL HISTORY

ofthe Zoo and Aquarium World

by James B. Murphy
Foreword by Roger Conant

Orig. Ed. 2007 344 pp. ISBN 1-57524-285-0

n this book, James Murphy follows the changes in zoo and aquarium communities
Iby looking at the development and expansion of the discipline, the evolution of

ideas which led to greater conservation awareness and activity, vignettes of
interesting historical moments, and pioneers in zoo herpetology. Portraits of a selected
number of zoos and aquariums throughout the world are presented to show the
chronology of herpetological discovery, people who worked at those places, and the

breadth of the programs that were put in place.
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James B. Murphy was in charge of the Department of Herpetology at the Dallas Zoo
from 1966 until his retirement 30 years later. Currently, he is a Smithsonian Research
Associate in the Department of Herpetology at the National Zoological Park in
Washington, D.C. In 1989 he received an honorary Doctor of Science degree from the
University of Colorado. Murphy served as the President of the Society for the Study of
Amphibians and Reptiles in 1981. He has published eight books and a number of
papers, book chapters, and bulletins on herpetological topics. He is section editor of
the ZOO VIEW column in Herpetological Review. Currently, he is a board member of
the [IUCN/SSC Declining Amphibian Population Task Force and a member of the
Captive Breeding Specialist Group of that organization. His research interests are
now centered on developing quantitative methods for assessing the competence of
animals raised in captivity and the behavior of reptiles.
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