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L
ove them or hate them, rattlesnakes fascinate us. Rattlesnake Adventures:

Hunting with the Oldtimers has compiled under a single cover many of the

best stories of rattlesnake hunters in pursuit of Eastern diamondback, timber

and massasauga rattlesnakes. Many of these stories are plucked from obscure books

long out-of-print that are becoming scarce. Snake lovers and hunters crave the ad-

ventures of other herpers. Field guides are helpful but lack excitement. Rattlesnake

Adventures, presents tales by Ditmars, Kauffeld, Scoville, Teale, and Rutledge and

also includes stories from the “new” oldtimers, Richard Bartlett, Ted Levin, Frank Weed,

Ed Brown, and the editor John Kemnitzer, Jr.

edited by John William Kemnitzer, Jr.
Orig. Ed. 2006 236 pp. ISBN 978-1-57524-278-1 $36.00

John William Kemnitzer, Jr. is a snake enthusiast and says he can’t remember a time when
he didn’t like them. Even his birth year, 1941, is the Year of the Serpent in the Chinese zodiac.
Now retired from teaching, John and his wife Mary reside in beautiful northeastern Dutchess
County, New York. They live within a half-hour of timber rattlesnake dens once hunted by
Ditmars and Kauffeld.
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SNAKES AND THEIR WAYS
by C.H. Curran & Carl Kauffeld

Orig. Ed. 1937, Reprint Ed. 2003 305 pp.
ISBN 978-1-57524-229-3 $43.75

Snakes and Their Ways is a reprint of the clas-
sic 1937 edition by C.H. Curran and Carl
Kauffeld. Presented in narrative format, the
book deals with the appearance, habitats, and
habits of snakes. Each chapter presents both
fact and fiction, dispelling many of the miscon-
ceptions of folklore, religion, and mythology.
In a perspective novel for its time, the authors
recognize the ecological (and economic) im-
portance of snakes. The book contains 62 il-
lustrations. Chapters on snake stories and

snakes in history and religion make this a must for the shelves of
anyone interested in herpetology.

LIFE, LOVE, AND REPTILES: An Autobiography of Sherman A.
Minton, Jr., M.D.

by Sherman A. Minton, Jr.—edited by Breck Bartholomew
Orig. Ed. 2001 236 pp. ISBN 978-1-57524-172-2 $29.50

This is a modest account of the full and exciting
life of a gifted man, a physician; father of mod-
ern Indiana herpetology; expert in toxinology, sea
snakes, and snake bite; and devoted husband
and father. Throughout all of his travels, Minton
collected information about amphibians and rep-
tiles, and published more than 150 herpetologi-
cal papers and books. Two popular books, Ven-

omous Reptiles and Giant Reptiles, coauthored
by his wife and lifelong assistant, Madge Ruth-
erford Minton, have been staples for the younger

generation of herpetologists. He also wrote A Contribution to the Her-

petology of West Pakistan, which remains the most definitive book
on the subject to date.

☞ Please Print

“Rattlesnake Adventures truly lives up to its title, and is just plain exciting to read as surely as it is an enlightening

compendium of classic discoveries in rattlesnake natural history.”—The Midwest Book Review

“One of those volumes that once opened it is hard to put down! Reading these accounts, you can almost experience

being “in the field” with the authors when they were catching, in some cases, rare, very large and extremely dangerous

reptiles given the times!”—The Herptile

“If you get excited about planning your next herping trip or reliving a past field trip; you will enjoy reading and
rereading these adventures.”—Notes from Noah

“This book will prove highly enlightening to anyone interested in rattlesnake or copperhead behavior and

ecology.”—Bulletin of the Maryland Herpetological Society

“Most herp titles that appear today are either field guides or treatises on various aspects of reptile and amphibian

biology; many are good reads for folks like us but only in dribs and drabs. Rattlesnake Adventures is a refreshing

departure, it’s like being pulled into a circle of story tellers who just happen to have had experiences with, and like

to talk about, some of the most impressive snakes on the planet: the rattlers.”—Hamadryad
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