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Planted Aquariums: Creation and Main-

tenance starts with a discussion of light,

soil, and water requirements for keeping

plants in aquariums. The next chapter gives

the reader guidelines for choosing the right

plants for their tanks. The major portion

teaches how to plan for, purchase, and

install plants in the aquarium. There is a

detailed section that is useful for someone

who just wants to put a few hardy plants into

a small tank as well as for the serious

hobbyist aiming to create a show tank.

Sections on plant care, water quality, prob-
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lem solving, and fish in planted aquariums round out the picture. A special section on Dutch and Japanese planted tanks

provides a wider perspective. “Hands on” information is available for hobbyists who want their tanks to shine. Although the

book is comprehensive, the beginner can learn how to create and maintain a simple tank or a more complex one. Included

are 192 exquisite color photographs.
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Translated from the popular 1999 revised
German edition, this text describes the tem-
perature, water, fertilizer, and light needs of
more than 300 aquarium plants. Artificial
lighting — lamp types, color temperatures,
and mounting — is discussed in detail and
the author provides advice on choosing the
right plants for an aquarium. Ecological fac-
tors, flower biology and morphology, and
reproducation methods receive detailed
converage. The book contains 525 color pho-
tographs with nearly all plants depicted with
fully developed submerged foliage. Many of
the photographs of rare plants were pub-

lished for the first time in the German edition. Botanists as well as profes-
sional and amateur aquarium keepers will find this book indispensable.
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